
 

 

Holy Cross Catholic Parish 
T w i n n i n g  w i t h  S t .  P a t r i c k ’ s  P a r i s h  
 

Mission Statement: Rooted in the community of Gordon Head and the University, in 

communion with the Roman Catholic Church, Holy Cross Parish serves the people of 

God by sharing, teaching and living the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

SUNDAY -  August 29, 2021 

Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

4049 Gordon Head Road Victoria, BC V8N 3X7 

Phone: 250-477-5321            Fax: 250-721-1844  
office@holycrossvictoria.org 
www.holycrossvictoria.org  

OFFICE HOURS 

Saturday, Sunday, Monday: Closed 
Tuesday/Wednesday: 9am—2:30pm 
Thursday/Friday: 9am—2:00pm  

Fr. William Hann, Pastor 

 Jesus’ disciples come to their meal and walk right past the hand-washing pans!  Outraged, the scribes and 

Pharisees ask Jesus, “Why do your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled 

hands?”  Many of us have probably wondered why indeed Jesus’ disciples would risk retribution from their faith 

leaders.  As an aside, I wonder if Jesus had a heart smile that day to see that his disciples had begun to understand 

and live his gospel message.   

 To answer the question context is critical.  The lives of the disciples, before they met Jesus, were full of 

dreams, hopes, worries and responsibilities, taking care of family and becoming secure in an ever increasingly 

complex world.  These disciples who “ate with defiled hands” lived in a world of occupation and domination by a 

hostile power that did not believe or share their values, customs or beliefs, a conqueror that held their way of life in 

contempt.  These were the known enemies but the greater threat came from within.  Their religious leaders, the 

Pharisees and scribes, had fallen victim to worldly desires for power, prominence and prestige.  They laid heavy 

burdens upon their flock imposing hundreds of empty rules and rituals which overshadowed God’s commandments 

and made them look ‘good’, pious and holy.  Consequences, to the Jewish people, for failure to follow these 

traditions to the letter were harsh. 

 When Jesus came into their lives everything was turned upside down.  Here was one who healed every 

manner of sickness and disease, who drove out demons and evil spirits, who forgave sins, who taught with 

gentleness and authority and who often withdrew to quiet places to pray to his father.  He was unbelievably humble, 

neither an arrogant nor attention seeking bone in his body.  He treated everyone with love, respect and dignity.  To 

him everyone mattered from the ‘least’ in society to the ‘greatest’ in the state.  He listened to people; he asked 

them how he could help them; he invited them to follow him, to take his yoke upon them “for I am gentle and 

humble in heart”.  He asked them to turn from the ways that led to death.  Jesus told them the Kingdom of God 

was near, it was at hand; the Kingdom of God’s love was theirs.  They came to know, “here is the Lamb of God 

who takes away the sins of the world”; they saw his glory.  They knew he was “the Holy One of God”, the Messiah.   

 The disciples spent time with Jesus; they got to know him and drew close to him; they trusted him.  The 

darkness gave way to light; the veil began to be lifted; daily they were moved to conversion and transformation.  

The Romans were still there, the scribes and Pharisees had lost none of their arrogance but Jesus’ disciples were no 

longer prisoners.  Dirty hands or clean hearts, no contest!  Now they lived according to God’s unconditional and 

unmerited love in their hearts and not by rules and rituals that had left them empty and despairing.  They became 

what Jeremiah had written about them, “I will put my law within them and I will write it on their heart and I will be 

their God and they shall be my people.”  They ‘got it’ and now they ‘lived it’! 

 And of us today?  The context of our lives is often anchored in our personal hopes and dreams.  Our lives, 

individually and collectively, are threatened by a global pandemic, our country’s history marred by grave indignities 

to our fellow man, exclusion and isolation, hate and fear, a world where truth seems abandoned and much more.  In 

our lives so pictured, how do we react to today’s gospel message that our hearts matter, that what is in our hearts 

is paramount?  We are invited to examine out hearts every single day in openness and honesty, to be transformed 

by God’s grace, to live always and only out of the love of God in our hearts.  There is no other way. 

 In Jesus “they found the deepest meaning in their existence.”  That we may do likewise.   

Trudy 

We acknowledge and respect the Lekwungen  peoples 

on whose traditional territory Holy Cross Parish 

stands, and the Songhees, Esquimalt and WSÁNEĆ 

peoples whose historical relationships with the land 

continue to this day. 
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HOSPITAL EMERGENCY CALLS: If you or someone you love is admitted to hospital and would like a 

visit from our VGH/RJH hospital chaplain, please call the emergency pager 250-889-3761 and ask for Fr. 

Sean Flynn to make this request. 

LIVESTREAM MASSES 
 

We will not be livestreaming Mass while Fr. William is away on holidays. Livestreaming will resume on Saturday, 

September 4th. Thank you for your understanding. Just a reminder that the Bishop of Victoria will be 

livestreaming from St. Joseph’s in Tahsis every Sunday at 10am from the Diocesan link: www.rcdvictoria.org/

diocese-of-victoria-live-stream 

LIBRARY CORNER 
 

August 28 is the feast day of St Augustine (350 to 430) Bishop of Hippo. His autobiography 

Confessions (commonly regarded as one of the finest written) and his biographies are on 

our Library Suggestion Shelf. Resist if you can, the man who said: 
          -Lord, help me to be chaste, but not just yet 

          -Love, and do what you will 

          -Oh Lord, our hearts are restless until they rest in you 

          -Miracles are not contrary to nature, but only contrary to what we know about nature 

          -Too late have I loved You --- Oh Beauty so ancient; Oh, Beauty so new! 

                                   -God is closer to me than I am 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/quotes/6819578.Augustine_of_Hippo.    

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Augustine_of_Hippo 

RECONCILIATION CORNER 
 

The Final Report of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission refers many times to the Doctrine of 

Discovery, calling for its rejection. What is this Doctrine and why was it responsible for so much harm 

done to Indigenous peoples around the world throughout the centuries? To find out more, watch “Doctrine 

of Discovery: Stolen Lands, Strong Hearts,” a powerful 66-minute film (2019) made by the Anglican Church 

of Canada, in the spirit of Reconciliation. 

*** 

From the Diocese of Victoria: Senator Murray Sinclair, the Chief Commissioner of the Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission (TRC), once famously said of the residential school system: “It was education 

that got us into this mess, and education will get us out”. 
 

The Diocese of Victoria has created a new page on its website with information about residential 

schools: https://www.rcdvictoria.org/residential-schools.  This “Background for Catholics”, 

adapted with permission from material provided by the Archdiocese of Toronto, includes 

information on the history of the schools, the recent announcements of unmarked graves, 

the archives and apologies of Catholic dioceses and religious orders, and past and current 

financial reparations. You can also download all the information in a single PDF here. 

SPONSOR A CHILD IN HAITI 
 

The earthquake in Haiti on August 14th caused extensive damage in communities where Chalice supports 

more than 480 children. Clinics, rectories, schools, and houses have collapsed. Many residents are sleeping 

and spending their days in open spaces.  You can help now by sponsoring a child from the 82 children who 
are waiting to be sponsored in Haiti at:  https://chalice.ca/sponsor-a-child-now?

cck=profile&type=Sponsor&country=Haiti&age=&search=profile_list&task=search 

http://www.rcdvictoria.org/diocese-of-victoria-live-stream
http://www.rcdvictoria.org/diocese-of-victoria-live-stream
https://www.goodreads.com/author/quotes/6819578.Augustine_of_Hippo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Augustine_of_Hippo
https://www.anglican.ca/primate/tfc/drj/doctrineofdiscovery/
https://www.anglican.ca/primate/tfc/drj/doctrineofdiscovery/
https://www.rcdvictoria.org/residential-schools
https://f.hubspotusercontent00.net/hubfs/2912651/Residential%20Schools%20-%20Background%20for%20Catholics.pdf
https://chalice.ca/sponsor-a-child-now?cck=profile&type=Sponsor&country=Haiti&age=&search=profile_list&task=search
https://chalice.ca/sponsor-a-child-now?cck=profile&type=Sponsor&country=Haiti&age=&search=profile_list&task=search
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COLLECTION  for August 22, 2021  

WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR THESE GIFTS: 

Envelopes                  $ 5,167.40 

Loose        $   120.00    

Pre-Authorized Debit       $ 1,677.00 

TOTAL                         $ 6,964.40 

PRAYER REFLECTION 

What goes into a person can defile a person. Ask a drug addict or an 

alcoholic. But Jesus’ diagnosis is that there’s a deeper problem that comes 

from within. Spiritual impurity or moral defilement starts on the inside. It 

arises from the heart.                       —Heidi Husted, The Christian Century 
 

From a controversy on the clean and unclean, on good and evil, on tradition 

and newness, Jesus leads us into an altogether different perspective: that of 

an examination of one’s life and of conversion of the heart. . . . In the name 

of this reality, we must attempt to track down our hidden hypocrisies, this 

ever-renewed need to cheaply justify ourselves.                      —P. Y. Emery 

OUR LITURGICAL LIFE: 
 

SATURDAY, August 28th 

4pm Mass:  David Gaffney + 
 

SUNDAY, August 29th 

9am Mass: Angelo, Guiseppe & 

Saverina Falvo + 
 

MONDAY, August 30th 

Office Closed/No Mass 
 

TUESDAY, August 31st 

9am Mass: Sophie Zhang (int) 
 

WEDNESDAY, September 1st 

9am Mass:  Francis Zhang (int) 
 

THURSDAY, September 2nd  

9am Mass:  Peter Zhang (int) 
 

FRIDAY,  September 3rd 
9am Mass: Ming Ming Jian (int) 

******************* 

In-person Masses have resumed 

now with no restrictions on 

numbers. If you have any questions 

in this regard, please contact the 

Office (250-477-5321.) 
 

Masks are now strongly encouraged 

for everyone in the Church and 

mandatory for the parish centre.  

A NOTE FROM THE DIOCESE 
 

To access the live stream link from the Diocese of Victoria website 

simply google: Diocese of Victoria or go to www.rcdvictoria.org/diocese

-of-victoria-live-stream. Celebrate Mass on-line with Bishop Gary. 

SUNDAY ……………….......... 10 AM 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY  ...........   7 PM 
——————————————————————————————————————— 

 

From the Chancery: Pope Francis urges vaccination against Covid-19: 

A post has just been added to the Diocesan website about Pope Francis’ 

new video message urging people to get vaccinated against Covid-19: 

https://www.rcdvictoria.org/news/pope-francis-urges-people-to-get-

vaccinated-against-covid-19  
 

COVID-19 Mask Update:  

The B.C. government has announced that effective August 25th, face 

coverings must be worn in all indoor public spaces throughout BC to 

help slow the transmission of COVID-19. Worship services are 

exempt from the provincial mask mandate; however, we 

strongly recommend that face coverings be worn by all people 

born in 2009 or earlier during worship services. For all other uses 

of church buildings (parish social events, meetings of church 

groups, hall bookings, etc), face coverings must be worn.  
 

The full set of revised General and Liturgical Directives can be found 

here: https://www.rcdvictoria.org/news/responsetocovid19-0  

MASKS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED!  

For the general health and safety of 

our congregation, especially 

and including those who are 

not yet eligible for vaccination 

or unable to receive a vaccine, 

w e  a r e  s t r o n g l y 

recommending the use of facial 

coverings during Mass.   

MOUNT ST. MARY’S BOTTLE DRIVE 

Mount St. Mary Hospital is holding a no contact bottle drive to raise 

funds to purchase mattresses and ceiling lifts for residents. Everyone 

is invited to bring their refundable beverage containers for a no 

contact, drive and drop, outdoor bottle drive on Saturday, 

September 18th from 9am – 3pm in the front drive-through at Mount 

St. Mary Hospital (861 Fairfield Road.)  For more info or if you have 

returnables but can’t attend the event, contact Jane at 

jbowers@mountstmary.ca or 250-480-3138. Thank you for 

supporting our community’s frail, vulnerable, and elderly. 

*** 

Job Opportunity at Mount St. Mary’s: Please find attached a job 

posting for a part-time Spiritual Care Provider for Mount St. Mary’s 

Hospital that you are encouraged to share here. 

http://www.rcdvictoria.org/diocese-of-victoria-live-stream
http://www.rcdvictoria.org/diocese-of-victoria-live-stream
https://www.rcdvictoria.org/news/pope-francis-urges-people-to-get-vaccinated-against-covid-19
https://www.rcdvictoria.org/news/pope-francis-urges-people-to-get-vaccinated-against-covid-19
https://www.rcdvictoria.org/news/responsetocovid19-0
mailto:jbowers@mountstmary.ca
file:///C:/Users/Holy Cross/Documents/Office Files/Temporary/Position Description Spiritual Health Provider Aug 2021.pdf

